
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

September’s Message from Mr. Buhler 
 

LES Families: 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We are excited about starting this 
school year and know that our students will continue to grow both socially 
and academically throughout the year.  Our theme this year is Luling 
Elementary goes above and BEyond.  This theme complements our motto 
of “Expect more … Achieve more.”  Both the motto and theme complement 
our LES Expectations and ‘Be’ statements.       
 
Included in this month’s newsletter are ‘Be’ statement emojis, updated for 
the 2020-2021 school year, which will help our students learn the ‘Be’ 
statements.  Our ‘Be’ statements support development in being respectful 
and kind to everyone.  The statements align with our LES Expectations and 
the Responsive Classroom approach to social and emotional development 
of children.   
 
I want to thank you for attending our drive-through Meet and Greet and 
Virtual Open House in August.    Throughout the year we will have three 
family nights in addition to other events whether in person or virtual!  Don’t 
worry; we have the famous Science Night with the Wetland Watchers 
scheduled for January 19, 2021!  Our first Family Night will be on 
September 29 and our second night is scheduled for March 23, 2021.  You 
will receive additional information about the September Virtual Family Night 
within the next two weeks.  The various events throughout the year are to 
support our children and families in both academic and social activities.  
  
I also want to share the importance of our families joining and becoming 
active in our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  The PTO not only 
provides physical help for various activities on our campus but they also 
provide financial support via fundraisers throughout the year.  The PTO is 
generous to LES each and every year.  We would not have many items 
(swing sets, communication folders, Promethean Boards, etc.) without their 
support.  You may join the PTO by submitting a payment of $5.  You may 
do this online at https://osp.osmsinc.com/StCharlesParish/.  Please also 
consider purchasing a $4 pencil pouch for your child to help support the 
PTO.       
 
I know we will have another successful year.  We thank all of our families 
for their continued support as we navigate through many new routines and 
procedures.   
Luling Elementary goes above and BEyond! 
 
Sam Buhler 
Principal 
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Expect More…Achieve More 

Vision 
At Luling Elementary School we have a happy, safe, and 
positive learning environment where successes are 
celebrated.  We collaborate through purposeful team 
interactions.  There is a circle of communication among all 
stakeholders to support the individual needs of all 
learners.  Instruction is maximized and differentiated.  
Feedback provides opportunities for growth and change. 
 

Mission 
We at Luling Elementary School will provide a quality 
academic and social education for the whole child while 
inspiring, empowering, and nurturing all to become 
successful individuals. 

 
Values/Beliefs 

At Luling Elementary School, we believe: 
 staff members will build community by implementing all 

parts of Morning Meeting and by applying Responsive 
Classroom practices with an emphasis on using 
Responsive Language. 

 in addition to whole group instruction, teachers will 
provide small group and individualized instruction 
through the use of a variety of activities to achieve 
desired outcomes. 

 all stakeholders will limit interruptions of instructional 
time. 

 all teachers will be provided with opportunities to unwrap 
curriculum, to collaborate, and to create rigorous and 
engaging lessons suited to the needs and diversities of 
all students. 

 communication with families is a priority; therefore, we 
will contact and establish positive relationships at the 
beginning of the school year and continue to build those 
relationships. 

 procedures and routines will be explicitly established, 
practiced, monitored, and followed. 
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goes above and beyond! 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANYONE picking up your child from school  
 must be listed on your child’s 

emergency card and  
 must present photo identification 

to the school office specialist in the 
main office.  Otherwise, your child 
will not be released.   

 Photo identification will also be 
required at car riders if you do not 
have your placard. 

  In addition, only those on a child’s 
emergency card will be allowed to 
pick him/her up from car riders.   

 

If you are checking your child out from school, you must 
do so by 2:45 p.m. We will not take changes over the 
phone. Car rider or after care notes may be sent with 
your child to school.  You may also fax or email notes.  
Bus changes are not allowed. 
Fax-985-785-9933         
E-mailed-lulingcubs@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 

If you have not completed your child’s paperwork 
(emergency card or release forms) sent home on the first 
day of school, please do so as soon as possible. 
Remember, some of this can be completed online. 
 
 
  

 
 

    
   

 If you have not paid 
your child’s $20.00 
technology   fee or  
$8.00 supply fee, 
please send this in as 
soon as possible.  

 

Attendance Requirements: 
 

ELEMENTARY students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 167 days 
a school year.  Students may only 
be absent 10 days.  
ELEMENTARY students who 
accrue more than 10 absences will 
NOT be eligible for promotion.  
Extenuating circumstances may 
apply.  For more information, 

September  
Upcoming Events 

9/4  Early Dismissal 

9/7 Labor Day (no school) 

9/11      Fall Picture Day 

9/16      Progress Reports Go Home 

9/25  Early Dismissal/5th Grade French  
             Toast Fridays  
9/29 Virtual Family Night 

REMINDERS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the new school year! During the next four weeks, our Pre-K 
students will be introduced to school routines and to the adventures 
they will encounter as they begin their educational journey. They will 
meet the people at our school, learn about school rules and routines, 
sing songs, play games, listen to engaging stories, and begin interacting 
with their classmates. They will learn about their physical bodies and 

explore the wonders of their thoughts and feelings.  
We are also working on recognizing our own first name in print and the 
letters in our name. In the classroom, the students name is written all 
over the classroom. It is important that they know which name is theirs. 
Stay tuned for our Pre-k student’s upcoming successes! 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to a new school year that will be filled with lots of learning, fun, and excitement!  The kindergarten teachers enjoyed 

meeting all of our parents and students during conferences. Thank you for your commitment to helping your child have a great 

and unique kindergarten experience.  We want you to know that we are doing everything to keep your child safe during these 

times. We thank you for believing in us and trusting us during such an unprecedented time. 

     The students are off to an amazing start.  We are having fun getting to know each other and learning how to be a family 

from a distance.  We have been learning and practicing our classroom routines and procedures. The students are helping to 

develop classroom rules.  These rules and procedures will be firmly established, so that the students will be able to work 

cooperatively and independently.  We have also worked very hard to set our hopes and dreams for the school year!   

     Kindergarten is an exciting time for learning and establishing a firm foundation.  Our days will be filled with fun learning 

experiences.  LES will go above and Beyond!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

Welcome back to school! 

Students and teachers are gearing up for a sensational 2020-2021 
school year. The beginning of the year is always a busy time for our 
first graders. We are working hard to learn the routines, procedures, 
and expectations of our new classrooms. We are also making sure 
that we are following guidelines to keep us safe. We are staying 
distanced and also practicing proper hand washing techniques all 
within in our learning day. In math, we are focusing on the part-part-
whole relationship within 10. In core knowledge, we are reviewing the 
sounds and spellings taught in Kindergarten.  First grade has hit the 
ground running and cannot wait to see what the year has in store for 
us. We are so excited to be back at school!  
  

A Few Reminders: 
 Please check your child’s blue homework folder nightly for assignments 

and other important information. 
 Please send a healthy snack and a water bottle daily. 
 Weekly Wednesday folders go home every Wednesday. Please review 

and discuss graded work with your child, then sign and return it the 
following day. 

 Please return the following things as soon as possible: 
o Yellow Emergency Card 
o Student Handbook-last page 
o $8 Supply Fee 



2nd Grade 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We are so excited for the 2020-2021 school year! The students have 
set goals and are off to an amazing start! Second Grade is doing so 
well with learning and following all procedures and expectations at 

Luling Elementary. They are going above and BEyond! 
 

Just a few reminders to ensure you and your child have a successful 
start to the school year. Please turn in the $8 supply fee and the $20 
technology fee to your child’s homeroom teacher. The supply list is 
posted on the Luling Elementary website. If you have not done so 
already, please ensure your child has their supplies for the school 

year. It is very beneficial for students to practice cleanliness 
procedures (washing hand and social distancing) at school and at 
home. Please review procedures with your child to keep everyone 

healthy and safe!   
Second Grade is truly going above and BEyond! 

 
  



Third Grade Goes Above and Beyond! 
  
 
 
 
In math, students are learning how to multiply,  
divide, solve word problems and share their thinking. 
 
In ELA, students are reading books from Guidebooks: 
 Stories Julian Tells unit. Students determine main 
 events, character traits and central messages. 
 
 
 
 
 
In social studies, students are exploring 
maps and how Louisiana is unique. They  
enjoy using Google Earth especially. 
  
 

                                    In science, students are exploring weather hazards  
caused by severe weather, weather conditions and  
how to prevent storms from becoming a disaster.  

                   Students will become engineers and design a    
                     model of a seawall at the end of this unit.  

 
  

 
Remember to wear 

and wash your mask 
daily, keep your 

distance and  stay 
home if you are sick. 

Third graders are using their 
Chromebooks well! They are taking their 
formatives on the computer and 

completing tasks in their                  
Google Classrooms. E-learners are 



 
4th Grade 

 We’ve had a great start at LES in 4th grade! Students came ready to learn! Truly, after an incredibly 

unprecedented spring, it is more evident now that every student matters and every moment counts!  

 America the Beautiful, the first unit in Social Studies, has students learning the 7 continents and 5 oceans on our 

HOME, Planet Earth! We have enjoyed singing about the five map features found at https://youtu.be/A4GMno9p4g4 or 

by searching “The Map Features Song (Gentleman by PSY)”. In September we will be studying Early America. Students 

will examine the impact of Europeans exploration and colonization of the Americas on Native people, boundaries, 

territory and land. Students should be able to answer how exploration and colonization change populations, boundaries, 

and land. 

 While Social Studies has us exploring Early America, Language Arts has us in Europe! The Middle Ages was a 

time in history when more people learned to read and write, universities began being built and new kinds of painting and 

poetry were created. We will be reading multiple texts to learn as much as we can about The Middle Ages so we can have 

context to help us understand the book The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman. Students will have a culminating writing 

task at the end of our unit. The main characters, Jemmy and Prince Brat, will have quite the experience together. Students 

will have to explain how their relationship changes over the course of the book and how their character traits change as 

well.  

     Science unit 1 takes students on an adventure exploring the Grand Canyon. Students examine rock layers, the 

natural processes revealed in the rock layers, and what the fossils found within the layers reveal about the Earth’s history. 

     Place value is the name of the game for math module 1!   Students are comparing numbers by developing their 

understanding of place value. Their skills of isolating units is extended as they learn to round numbers using a vertical 

number line.  Finishing out the module, 4th graders will be solving word problems representing real life situations. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fifth graders have been hard at work so far in the 2019-2020 school year. They are continuing to 
enjoy using Chromebooks as part of their learning experiences. We will begin taking assessments on 
our Chromebooks, and we are excited to continue to use them as part of our daily learning. 
 
In Math, students have taken the time to understand the place value chart and how places next to 
one another are related. They learned how to round numbers and write them in the different forms: 
standard, word, expanded, and unit form. During the month of September, we will be exploring how to 

perform different operations involving decimals.  
 
In ELA, students have begun our first unit of study: 
Wonderstruck. We have learned how to summarize a text, how 
characters respond to a challenge, how to compare and 
contrast characters, and how to quote directly from the text 
when citing evidence. Students have also read from Maniac 
Magee and Frindle. During the month of September, students 
will spend time analyzing how scenes of a text fit together to 
develop the theme of a text. Students will continue to read 
Wonderstruck, Maniac Magee, and Frindle. They will also read 
from The Story of My Life about Helen Keller.  
 
In Social Studies, students have been exploring the 

characteristics of a civilization. We have been studying different groups of people and deciding 
whether or not we can consider them a civilization. We specifically have looked at the Aztec, Inca, 
and Maya civilizations. During the month of September, students will complete an independent study 
of an indigenous group of people to decide whether or not those people were considered to be a 
civilization.  
 
In Science, students have been engaged in studying about the changes that occurred in the Statue of 
Liberty over time. During the month of September, students will be investigating how temperature can 
cause an object to change. We will also be looking at and analyzing how substances change or do 
not change when mixed with other substances. We will then begin an engineering challenge in which 
we will plan, design, create, and test solutions to a problem. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to check out each 
teacher’s Google Classrooms to 

access materials that can be 
used from home! 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Welcome back!  We sure missed you while we were gone and we are excited to embark on what promises to be an exciting 
new school year.  We hope that you continued to practice reading during our extended break.  Now that we are back, the 
Reading Recovery and Literacy teachers are ready to get started and to take you “To Reading and Beyond!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents, please make time to read with your child at home each day.  Reading with your child sets them up to be lifelong 
learners. You can enjoy the message of the story as well as work on some early reading skills such as using the pictures to 
talk about what's happening in the story and pointing to each word as you read.  It also provides opportunities to work on 
reading comprehension by discussing the characters, setting and events.  Over the next few weeks the primary and upper 
literacy teachers will be testing many of our kindergarten through 4th grade students.  Based on this testing, sixteen students 
in 1st grade will be selected for Reading Recovery.  This is an intensive one-on-one reading intervention, only available to 
first graders.  For more information about Reading Recovery visit https://readingrecovery.org/reading-recovery/resources-
for-parents-and-families/.  Additional first grade students in need who are not selected for Reading Recovery will be 
selected to receive small group literacy instruction.  Students in kindergarten as well as 2nd through  4th grade will also be 
selected to participate in small group literacy instruction.  Many other students will be receiving services through our 
interventionists.  Watch this space for additional information throughout the year. 
We are looking forward to working with you and your child this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Social Emotional Learning Chat 
 

Hello LES Family! My name is Marquita George and 
I am overjoyed to be a part of the Luling Elementary 
family for 2 years now! My role here at LES is Social 
Emotional Learning Coach. My focus is to make sure 
that each student at LES is being taught life skills 
specifically focusing on self-awareness, social 
awareness, self-management, relationship skills, and 
making responsible decisions. It is important that we 
are teaching the whole child while taking a closer 
look at the importance of social abilities as well as 
academic proficiencies to ensure our students are 
equipped to be successful in all areas of life. I’ll be 
including various tips and tools that you can use at 
home to give care and attention to your child’s social 
emotional needs. 
 

With the start of the new school year in full swing along with the heightened stress of daily 
life, it is very important that we give thoughts to our children’s social emotional skills! Here 

are a few that are essential to focus on in order to promote positive emotional health. 
 Expressing Emotions: Children must be taught how to verbally express their feelings 

rather than turn to inappropriate and/or unhealthy methods. 
 Collaboration: Helping a child understand the value of working well with others. 
 Communication & Conversation: Children must be taught basic communication skills, 

such as making eye contact, greeting others, and being polite. 
 Listening & Cooperating: Children must learn how to listen and follow directions 

without losing focus or being corrected repeatedly. 
 Caring: Teaching children about caring and compassion at a young age is an important 

character trait to develop. 
 Conflict Resolution: Children must be taught how to deal with conflicts constructively 

by defining problem and finding realistic solutions.  
 

If you would like to speak further about my role, social and emotional learning resources, or 
ways I can assist your student please email me at mgeorge@stcharles.k12.la.us. 

 
Marquita George, M.Ed, NCC 
Social Emotional Learning Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luling Elementary PTO would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
our families back to the 2020-2021 school year!  We are excited to be 
working with you and we want you to continue to emphasize social 
distancing, hand washing and how to properly wear a mask with our 
students.  Some of the things we've done to support teachers and 
students at Luling are located below.  

 
If you are interested in hearing more about Luling's PTO, please visit 
the Luling website and click on the LES PTO video.  
 

 

 
 


